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See MESSAGE, page 2

Rev. Scott Sailer
District President 

The 62nd Regu-
lar Convention 
of the South 

Dakota District has 
been impacted like 
so much of the rest 
of life the past 12 
months. Originally 
planned for this 
April, the convention will now be held 
Dec. 5-7 at the Sioux Falls Convention 
Center.

Yes, COVID-19 was the chief reason for 
the move. Many experts are predicting 
that the lingering effects of the pan-
demic will continue throughout the first 
half of 2021. The safety of the delegates 
was of paramount concern to your ser-
vants on the district Board of Directors, 
who made the decision to postpone the 

convention in a special meeting of the 
board back in November.

While a December convention will 
present its own set of challenges —  
including, most of all, making our 
church workers’ busy Advent schedules 
even busier — I hope that the early no-
tice of the postponement will help our 
voting delegates and advisory delegates 

in planning ahead for their attendance 
at the convention.

2021 District Convention Overview
Opening Service 
• Evening of Sunday, Dec. 5 
• Sioux Falls Lutheran School Chapel

Business Sessions  
• Monday–Tuesday, Dec. 6-7
• Sioux Falls Convention Center

Theme 
“Rooted in Christ, Abounding in 
Thanksgiving” (Colossians 2:6-7)

Essayist 
Rev. Michael Newman, Texas District 
president

Deadlines 
•  Reports and overtures are now due 

to the district office Aug. 5.

•  District president and vice-president 
nominating ballots are now due to 
the district secretary, Rev. David 
Otten, Oct. 5.

If your congregation’s ballots have 
already been submitted, those nomina-
tions are valid and there is no need to 
re-submit.

The deadline to report your parish’s 
delegate and alternate delegate names 
and their contact information to the 
district office is extended to Feb. 25. 
If your parish already submitted the 
names of your delegates, those names 
stand. But please verify that your dele-
gate is able to attend the convention in 
December.

May your delegate choice be changed, 

District 
convention 
postponed
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Vicar installed in Black Hawk

Call Information

DECLINED
▶  Rev. Samuel Thole, assistant pastor, 

Peace, Brookings, declined a call of as-
sociate pastor to St. Paul’s, Aberdeen, 
Dec. 8.

▶  Rev. Peter Utecht, pastor, Messiah/ 
Redeemer, Redfield/Doland, declined a 
call to Bethesda, Hot Springs, Jan. 9.

VACANCIES
▶ Aberdeen, St. Paul (assistant pastor)

▶ Bethesda, Hot Springs
▶ Leola, St. Paul
▶  Zion, Mitchell (associate pastor)

▶  Sioux Falls, Faith (associate pastor)

▶  Sisseton/Waubay, Emmanuel/Zion
▶ White, Zion
▶  Winner/Hamill/Reliance, Christ/Zion/

Trinity

MESSAGE  
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1)

if your current choice is not able to at-
tend the convention in December? Yes. 
But please honor the Feb. 25 deadline 
for submitting your new choice.

Delegate registration forms and fees 
are due to the district office Oct. 5. Del-
egate registration packets are sched-
uled to be mailed out in September.

The Board of Directors and I would 
like to thank the ministries, church 
workers and congregation leaders of 
the South Dakota District for extend-
ing grace and understanding in the 
difficult decision to postpone the con-
vention from April to December.

Please join us in praying, first of all, 
that the convention will indeed be held 
in December, according to God’s will. 
Second, we pray for an edifying, mis-
sion-centered convention that helps our 
congregations remain “rooted in Christ” 
and “abounding in thanksgiving.”

Your servant in Christ 
Pastor Scott Sailer
“Not ashamed of the Gospel”  
Rom. 1:16; 16:25-27

Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher 
installs Dennis Mercer as vicar of 
Divine Shepherd. Above, Pastor 
Sturzenbecher is pictured with 
Dennis and Joni.

On Nov. 15, Dennis Mercer was installed 
as vicar at Divine Shepherd Lutheran 
Church and School, Black Hawk. Dennis, a 
native of Elkhart, Ind., enlisted in the U.S. 
Army and served for 21 years as a trom-
bone player, drum major and instructor in 
the Army bands. He retired in 1999.

That same year, he married Joni, a South 
Dakota native. Following his service in 
the Army, he worked in music sales and at 
Baltimore Lutheran School (now Concor-
dia Preparatory School), where he taught 
band and, after colloquy, theology. After 
Joni’s retirement from the Army in 2018, 
their great love of the Black Hills led them 
to move to Rapid City a year later. Den-
nis and Joni are both active musically at 
Divine Shepherd.

Dennis and Joni have two children and five 
grandchildren that they try to spoil as much 
as possible, along with their three cairn 
terriers. Dennis has sensed a call for some 
time to serve in the church, which led him 
to apply for the Specific Ministry Pastor 
(SMP) program at Concordia Theological 
Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind., after prayerful 
consideration and much encouragement 
from Rev. Randy Sturzenbecher, Divine 
Shepherd pastor. He is thankful that he is a 
baptized child of Christ and is humbled by 
the opportunity to serve in His church.
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Send submissions 
       for the  
district supplement to:
Vonda Sturzenbecher
▶  vsturzenbecher@yahoo.com
▶  8605 Woodland Dr.  

Black Hawk, SD 57718

The deadline for the  
April issue is Feb. 15. 

Young compared to some, old 
compared to others, Holy Cross 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Dakota Dunes, marks the 25th 
year since it was first organized 
as a congregation of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod. To celebrate 
this anniversary, all of the former pas-
tors that served Holy Cross were invited 
to join the congregation on Nov. 15. 

And the congregation was blessed with 
the rare opportunity to have all three 
of their former pastors — Revs. Glen 
Wurdeman, Kevin Vogts and Dr. Mi-
chael Kumm) — as well as Rev. Jeremy 
Richert, its current pastor, under one 
roof leading the Divine Service and 
sharing in thanksgiving to God for all 
His blessings over the past quarter-cen-
tury. Also in attendance that day were 
three of the original charter members, 
Doug and Sue Jansen and Dr. Douglas 
Martin, who remain members of Holy 
Cross to this day.

Following the service, those in atten-

dance gathered in the Fellowship Hall 
for cake, refreshments, reminiscing and 
greetings from various individuals who 
had been involved in the life of Holy 
Cross through the years. Pastor Vogts 
gave a presentation on the congrega-
tion’s history, the challenges that were 
faced at various times, and God’s con-
tinuous blessings through it all. 

Members and guests alike enjoyed a day 
filled with memories, fellowship and 
thanksgiving for the Lord’s continued 
mercy and faithfulness to the congre-
gation. Holy Cross looks forward with 
great anticipation to the future years 
that God supplies, as the members 
continue to proclaim the Good News of 
salvation in Jesus Christ to their friends 
and neighbors in Dakota Dunes and 
throughout the Siouxland area.

holy cross
celebrates

Pictured are the pastors who have served at Holy Cross, along with charter members. From left, 
Rev. Glen Wurdeman, Rev. Kevin Vogts, Dr. Doug Martin, Sue and Doug Jansen, Rev. Dr. Michael 
Kumm and Rev. Jeremy Richert.
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How many 
of you are 
wrapping 

yourself or sleeping 
with a quilt during 
the deep of winter? 
Maybe your grand-
ma or mother 
made that quilt, 
which is filled with 
memories that 
warm your heart as 
well as your body. 

God’s Word also surrounds us 
with love and comfort. The 
theme of our LWML district 
retreat is “God’s Quilt of 
Comfort—Wrapping Up in the 
Psalms.” It is based on  
Ps. 119:76:

Let your steadfast love 
comfort me according 
to your promise to your 
servant.

Usually our retreat is in the 
spring, but this year it will be 
in September to allow time for 
people to get the coronavirus 
vaccine. The district LWML 
Board of Directors wants 
everyone to feel safe to attend 

patty’s ponderings

Patty Peters
LWML South Dakota 
District President

In late October and early No-
vember, the Huron Zone LWML 
Board of Directors planned the fall 
business meeting using current 
technology as well as the tried and 
true methods of communication. A 
combination of Zoom meetings, email, 
telephone chats and good ole snail mail 
was used to elect officers. 

Ann Cruse is our new zone president and delegate to the 
2021 LWML convention; Kristina Van Sharrel is the new 
treasurer; and Laraine (Lari) Kahre is our alternate to the 
2021 LWML convention. I would like to personally thank 
those BOD members for their time spent arranging the 
election, the candidates who were such gracious volun-
teers, the group presidents who facilitated the balloting, 
and our members who were willing to try something new 
to accomplish a necessary task. I was gratified to see how 
everyone worked together.

As a side note, I was interested to notice that all four of 
our elected officers for 2021-22 are members of Mount 
Calvary LWML, Huron. My search through zone records 
brought me to the conclusion that this situation has not 
occurred in the past 20 years and possibly never before. 
I mention this only because I am always amazed how 
the Lord sends the right person at the right time to fill in 
where he or she is needed. Praise the Lord!

Jill Johnsen • Past Huron Zone President

Huron Zone report

the retreat. It will 
be held in Pierre — 
an easy travel from 
any part of South 
Dakota.

This district fall 
retreat will also be 
the annual Chris-
tian Life Work-
shop. There will be 
only one because 
we want the zones 
to have good atten-

dance at their fall rallies. 

We will learn about the 
Psalms, but also have fun do-
ing activities related to quilts 
and blankets. After many 
months of not meeting, our 
hope is that many women will 
come together for a Friday 
afternoon and evening and a 
Saturday morning. 

Please spread the news about 
this change of timing for our 
retreat. The zones will have 
assignments to help with the 
retreat.

Stay warm and wrap yourself 
up in the Psalms, God’s Word 
of love for you.

Wrap yourselves  
up in the Psalms

G
et

ty
 Im

ag
es

There were quite a few changes made at the last LWML 
convention, including new terminology in the Bylaws and 
Standing Rules. The zones and groups — yes, groups — 
need to revise their Bylaws and Standing Rules. 

The former societies are now known as a group or groups. 
Therefore “society” and “societies” need to be removed 
and replaced with “group” and “groups” in the zone and 
individual congregation official documents.

Now would be a good time to go through your documents 
and start working on the changes so that we, as a district, 
will be in sync with the LWML. There is a protocol for 
making the changes, which includes sending a copy of the 
revised documents to the Structure Committee for approv-
al. Your district parliamentarian, Mary Jo Stier, and I will 
guide you through the process.

Groups: Contact your zone president for more information.

Serving the Lord with Gladness
Florence Powers • Structure Committee Chairman

Revisions are required
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Rev. Clint O. 
Thorson
LWML District  
Counselor

COUNSELOR’S CORNER

February is marked by love 
and devotion because of 
Valentine’s Day. But there 

is another day this February 
that marks an incomparable 
love and devotion. On Feb. 17, 
we will celebrate Ash Wednes-
day and begin Lent.

Now I know that you have probably 

to the cross, His willingness to die for a 
people who hated Him, His devotion to 
God the Father’s mission for Him, and 
the love that Christ Jesus even had for 
His enemies. Lent shows us a love and 
devotion so great that it was painful 
because that is how much God loved us, 
enough to give up His only Son so that 
we could receive a gift far greater than 
chocolates and roses.

Because of God’s love for us, we receive 
eternal life. That is what Lent is all 
about — watching Jesus live the love 
that God has for us. In fact, Jesus loves 
you so much that He was willing to 
endure abandonment, torture, death 
and even hell for your sake. He endured 
what our sin accomplished so that you 
would be restored to a relationship with 
God. Why? Because He loves you and 
because His Heavenly Father loves you 
even while you were still His enemy.

This Lenten season, devote yourself to 
that love, the love that comes from God. 
May Christ’s devotion to God’s plan and 
His love for you inspire you to your own 
devotion to God. As Christ laid down 
His life for us, may we all lay down our 
sins and instead cling to Christ’s love 
and devotion that ushers in the glorious 
Easter message and our salvation.

All LWML groups — Please 
remember to send in your 
mite offerings to me. The 
end of the national bienni-
um is March 15. I need to 
have your checks by then to 
be included in our total to 
national LWML. I believe 
our total mites are down 
again this year. Please pray 
to the Lord to help us give a 
little extra.

Thank you
Donna Harr  
Financial Secretary

For God so loved 
the world, that he 
gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in 
him should not perish 
but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
— John 3:16-17

Love and 
devotion

never really thought about 
Lent as a season of love, but 
it is certainly a season of 
devotion. We take time to 
devote ourselves to prayer 
and repentance, focusing 
our hearts and minds on the 
single most important act 
of love in all of history. That 
is Jesus’ death on the cross 
for the forgiveness of sins. I 
invite you to understand your 
Lenten journey this year in 
this light.

Lent is all about the love of God coming 
to an unworthy people. During this 
season, we will reflect on Jesus’ journey 

Get your
mites inThe COVID-19 pandemic has taken its 

toll on our friends and family. At the 2019 
LWML convention in Mobile, Ala., I was 
so happy to represent the South Dako-
ta District in the Heart to Heart District 
Leader Program. We are a state that is full 
of diversity and culture. We are a friendly 
state, which is helpful for immigrants who 
arrive having been through very violent, 
hard times. 

I was just getting organized and starting to 
meet with the ladies who would be excellent 
candidates for the program when the pan-
demic stopped everything in its tracks. 

I have kept in touch with national LWML 
and many on the Heart to Heart Sister 
Facebook page. The district leaders have a 

new pin, to be presented at the convention 
in Lexington, Ky., June 24-27. I will attend 
with my friend, Kim Hoffman. Prayerfully, 
the COIVD-19 vaccine will result in many of 
us being able to attend. 

I will visit the new group of district leader-
ship program attendees, and will attend the 
Heart to Heart Sister dinner. By the time 
I return, LWML programs will get rolling 
once more. I wait with anticipation for the 
day I can connect again with the ladies at 
Faith here in Sioux Falls. If anyone knows of 
a group or individual woman who would be 
a good candidate for the Heart to Heart Sis-
ter program, let me or Nyla Jurrens know.

Serve the Lord with Gladness! 
Kay Nelson

Looking forward to convention
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LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Continued on next page

By Beth Spitzer 
Bethesda Lutheran Church, Hot Springs 

I am blessed to serve as vice-president of Hot 
Springs Area Right to Life and Region 12 of the 
South Dakota Right to Life (SDRTL) board, and 

was recently elected SDRTL secretary. I am also 
“Auntie Beth” to a 9-year-old nephew adopted from 
Russia and an 8-year-old niece adopted from the 
Philippines.

Because of my experience watching my brother 
and sister-in-law navigate the adoption process, I 
have become aware of the plight of orphans and the 
needs of adoptive families and it is something that 
has strengthened my pro-life position.

South Dakota Right to Life was founded on Sept. 
1, 1971, when Kathleen Barthel of Rapid City was 
asked to serve as the acting director. That means 
2021 is the 50th anniversary of SDRTL. Dale 
Bartscher currently serves as SDRTL executive 

director and his main office is in Rapid 
City, with a branch office in Sioux Falls. 
SDRTL works in recognition of our 
human right to life in South Dakota 
through education, legislation and 
service. 

Education 
SDRTL, along with its chapters and 
pro-life allies, strives to educate all peo-
ple with facts about abortion and other 
right-to-life issues. They inform South 
Dakota residents of elected officials’ 
voting records and the views of political 
candidates on right-to-life issues.

Legislation 
SDRTL promotes pro-life legislation at 
the state and federal level. It supports 
measures to reduce and eliminate abor-
tion, euthanasia and other life-ending 
procedures.

Service 
SDRTL works with local right-to-life 
chapters to further the mission through 
pro-life advocacy in communities 
throughout the state. It encourages the 
work of pregnancy care centers and 
adoption agencies, which offer real 
alternatives to abortion.

What some may not realize is that 
SDRTL is not affiliated with a partic-
ular political party or religious group. 
And were you aware that Carol Tobias, 
National Right to Life president, is an 
LCMS member? 

You are welcome to join in the defense 
and protection of human life. Our de-
sire is to work until every human being, 
from conception until natural death, is 
valued by society and protected by law.

Most of you are probably aware that 
the LCMS has taken a strong pro-life 
stance. I encourage church members to 
visit lcms.org/life-ministry to explore 
this topic. 

Lutherans For Life is an LCMS Recog-
nized Service organization. I commend 
their work and enjoy their publications 
and educational presentations. While 
having a Lutherans For Life chapter 
would be a wonderful thing, it is not 
always feasible. In our community, the 
opportunity presented itself to create a 

Dear friends in Christ,
It seems strange to say, but in our hyper-connected world many people still feel 
alone. When they face big issues, they feel small. When hope for change is not 
realized, we feel like quitting. 

I see it quite often in ministry. The very nature of Christ and His incarnation gives 
us the ability to tell people — in and outside the church — that they are loved and 
never alone. We are called to stand together and advance the Lord’s mission with 
many partners this side of heaven.

In this month’s article, Beth Spitzer invites you to learn more about a possible part-
ner we have here in South Dakota as we proclaim the value of every human life. 
Your friend and fellow worker • Pastor Chris Navurskis

Working together to promote life

“Now 
choose 
life, so 
that you 
and your children 
may live and that 
you may love the 
Lord your God, 
listen to his voice, 
and hold fast to 
him.”  
— Deut. 30:19b–20a
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Right to Life organization and so that 
is the path we followed. This allows 
life affirming people in a community 
or area to gather together. In our small 
South Dakota towns, this may be an 
option for you to consider. There are 40 
Right to Life chapters across the state, 
so perhaps there already is one in your 
area. 

The bottom line is saving lives and 
collaborating with like-minded organi-
zations is one way to make those efforts 
successful.

Please reach out to Dale Bartscher at 
Dale.SDRTL@gmail.com or 605-390-
7319 if you have questions about a 
chapter near you or if you want to start 
your own chapter in your area. You may 
also want to visit SDRighttoLife.org or 
find us on Facebook.

Rev. Chris  
Navurskis serves 
as pastor of 
Mount Calvary, 
Huron, and is life 
coordinator of 
the South Dakota 
District. He can be 
reached at  
pcnavurskis@
gmail.com.

LIFE 
(CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE)
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On Dec. 12, five adults and eight youth from five congregations (Zion, White; 
Mount Calvary, Brookings; Faith, Sioux Falls; Concordia, Cresbard; and Eman-
uel, Milbank) gathered at Zion, White, for an Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ 
(OAFC) event. After Bible study, singing and practicing some witnessing meth-
ods, five teams of canvassers traveled around White to take a religious survey.

The groups knocked on 129 homes. Seventy-five people were not home, and 
congregational pamphlets were left at the door. Fifty-four people answered the 
door, but only 32 of them were willing to take the survey. 

At the end of each survey, participants were asked, “Where do you believe you 
will go when you die?” Most people answered “heaven.” We asked, “Why do you 
believe that?” Fourteen people were confident of their salvation because of what 
Jesus Christ did for them. 

Five people thought they would be saved because of their own good works. 
Eight people didn’t know how they would get to heaven. And five people didn’t 
answer the question.

The next scheduled OAFC weekend is March 20 at Our Savior’s, Wilmot. All 
are invited to attend. For more information, email Rev. Tim Koch at  
revtimkoch@gmail.com.

Canvassing the
neighborhood
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The LWML of 
Trinity Lutheran 
Church, White 
Lake, led the 
congregation’s 
annual 
community 
Christmas 
caroling on Dec. 
6. The group 
sang outside 
of members’ 
windows at the 
nursing home 
and outside 
other members’ 
homes. The 
carolers then 
enjoyed supper 
and fellowship. It 
was a wonderful 
night.

The LWML of St. Paul  
Lutheran Church, 
Plankinton, celebrated 
Christmas with its annual 
party. The ladies had 
dinner, exchanged secret 
prayer-partner gifts and 
sang Christmas carols. 
Rev. Bradley Lessman, 
pastor of Trinity and 
St. Paul, Plankinton, 
was especially in 
the Christmas spirit 
as he showed up in 
his Christmas suit, 
purchased for him by a 
friend from his vicarage 
congregation.


